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Priceless Law Books Now In 
Indiana University Library 
Have you ever considered the task 
of moving thousands of large books? 
It is an almost unheard of activity in 
the town of Spencer; but it happened 
on the west side of the square on 
Main Street on a hot Indiana summer 
day in early September. 
It was a baffling sight to see those 
two huge Mayflower trucks, taking 
about half the space between 
Franklin and Market streets, stand­
ing there for more than two hours. 
Several men were toiling with heavy 
metal c.arts bringing something 
down the stairs from the rooms 
above the Hickam and Hickam Law 
offices. Soon 'it was i'earned that they 
were moving the books from the law 
library of Willis Hickam Sr., who had 
opened his office for the practice of 
law ,in the upstairs rooms of that 
building in 1878. 
The story came later from Elliott 
Hickam, Spencer attorney, who is 
the grandson of the founder of the 
Hickam and Hickam law firm. It was 
in 1963 that the offices were moved 
to the lower floor of the building and 
thousands of law books were left in 
the upstairs rooms, there to remain 
for the next twenty-two years. Now 
the time had come to make space for 
a new member of the firm, Thomas 
Spencer, and to decide what to do 
with the law library which had 
belonged to the founder, Willis 
Hickam Sr. 
Some of the bocks date back to the 
1830's. They are priceless, even 
though they are 110, of use to the 
present day lawyers. 
When officers of Indiana Univer­
si ty learned about the valuable 
antique books many of them more 
than 100 years old, in the Hickam 
law library they offered to take them 
to the Indiana University Law 
Library. On Wednesday afternoon, 
September 11, they sent the two 
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huge Mayflower trucks to Spencer to 
move the treasured bo,iks lo a ne,v 
home in the Indiana University Law 
Library. There they will be tata­
logued and arranged in their proper 
places. No doubt, some will find a 
place in the noteworthy Lilly Library 
on the college campus. 
It is a fitting place for these 
treasured books which have been in 
their place in this building in 
Spencer 108 years. 
Willis Hickam Sr. was born in 
Owen County in 1852, received his 
law degree from Indiana University, 
and began to practice law in this 
building in 1878. 
His sons, Hubert, who was born 
1892 and received his law degree 
from Indiana Unviersity in 1915, and 
. Willis Jr., who was born in 1894 and 
received his law degree in 1917, 
joined him tn the law firm which has 
been known a� Hick.im and Hickam 
since 1916. 
Hubert Hickam chose to go to 
Indianapolis, and in 1919 he. formed 
a partnership with James W. Noel in 
the firm known as Noel and Hickam. 
Later it became the widely known 
law firm of Barnes, Hickam, Pantzer 
and Boyd in Indianapolis . 
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Willis Jr., who was destined to 
have a few years of ill health, 
recovered and continued to practice 
law in Spencer until the time of his 
death, February 21, 1978, even 
though he and his wife, Mary Ruth, 
had moved from their Spencer home 
to a condominum . in Bloomington 
about two years before his death. 
Willis Hickam Sr., who was born 
in Owen County December 9, 1852, 
died March 11, 1927. He had been in' 
the active practice of law in the 
building on the west side of the 
square 49 years. 
The senior Mr. Hickam's last 
active work in his profession was in 
connection with the prosecution of 
the alleged bank robbers here. (The 
Old Exchange Ban)l,,and the Soencer 
National Bank.) · · 
It was written of Mr. Hickam Sr., 
- "His practice has been very exten­
sive, not only in this Circuit, but in 
all of the surrounding Circuits as 
well. He had a very large practice, 
'also in Supreme and Appellate 
Courts. He rose rapidly in his 
profession. 
"During the last 40 years of his 
practice he was engaged on one side 
of almost every important civil or 
criminal case in this court." 
Elliott Hickam, well known Spen­
cer attorney, who is practicing in this 
same building today, joined his 
father, Willis Hickam Jr. in the law 
firm of Hickam and Hickam in the 
spring of 1948. The offices were in 
the upstairs rooms until 1963. That 
year the downstairs rooms were 
completely remodeled and the two 
attorneys moved into the new 
quarters. Their partnership covered 
a span of thirty years. 
Elliott Hickam enlisted in the 
United States Air Corps in 1942 and 
served until 1945. At that time he 
entered Indiana University Law 
School, received his degree in 
February 1948, was admitted to the 
Indiana Bar rmd entered the practice 
of law with his father that spring. 
Richard Lorenz joined the firm in 
1977. He too, was a graduate of the Indiana University Law Schoo!. He 
had earned his undergraduate de­
gree at the University of Notre Dame 
with a major in science, and had 
received his master's degree in 
business administration from In­
diana University. He is a partner 
with Elliott Hickam in the Hickam 
and Hickam law firm, a firm which 
specializes in general practice in­
cluding real estate, probate, com­
mercial and trial affairs. 
The lndia�a University · Law Li­
brary seems indeed to be the fitting 
place for the Hickam Law Library to 
· have its final home. The attorneys
for three generations, covering a
period of more than 100 years, are
graduates of the Indiana University
Law School.
Willis Hickam Jr. was, not only a
graduate of the school, but had
served on the Indiana University
Board of Trustees from 1953 until his
retirement from that body in 1965.
He was President of the Board from
1959 to 1965. He had earned his LLB
degree in 1918, and had been
admitted to the Bar that same year.
In 1967 he received his LLD degree
from Indiana University. He held a
number of important posts and
memberships, and one, especially
important to mention, is the Fellowof American Bar Foundation. He and
his son, Elliott are among the few
father and son combinations holding
the distinction of being Fellows of
American College of Trial Lawyers.
It would not be far from the truth 
to say that Elliott grew up in these 
law offices. When he was a 
youngster the chore of building the 
fires in the stoves early each 
morning in cold weather fell to him. 
And when he was very young, his 
father sent him to the office to find 
books he needed. Mr. Hickam gave 
his son a note on which he had 
written the letters and numbers of 
the book he wanted. Elliott went to 
the office and searched up and down 
the rows of books until he came to 
the one with the letters that matched 
the ones on the note he carried. 
There are other old buildings 
· around the Spencer square, but this
is the only one in which members ofone family have continued to carry
on the same business. in this case
the practice of law, more than a
century.This year, 1985, marks another
noteworthy fact. This is the first time
in 66 years that three attorneys have
been practicing law in the firm
known as Hickam and Hickam. It
was in 1919 that Hubert Hickam left
his father and brother, Willis Jr., to
go to Indianapolis.
In the past weeks Thomas
Spencer joined the firm as an
associate mcmher. At one time Mr.
Spencer served as referee of the
Small Claims Court in Owen County.
His offices will be on the seconcj floor
of this old building.
Soon a major remodeling program
will be started to make room for the
third attorney. There will be an
inside stairway to the second floor.
Thf''door to the old stairway is a
familiar sight.Upon close inspection the words,
Hickam and Hickam Attorney at Law
in faded gold lettering can be seen.
Perhaps it is an heirloom that will be
preserved.
Elliott Hickam seems to be a little
surprised with himself when he
realizes that he is starting an
extensive expansion project at a time
when many of his contemporaries
are planning their retirement years.
And then, he says, he had told
himself that he never would have anvpart of this computer age, but no�
they have computers in their offices.
He remembers too that his fatherwas capable of carrying on even after
he passed his 80th birthday.
In the not too distant future the
second floor of this old Spencer
landmark will take on a new
appearance. The walls will be lined
with law books, but the decor will be
modern. But still there will be an
atmosphere of the past, abounding 
in memories filled with the highest 
principles of the practice of law. 
Always there will be a feeling of 
solace in knowing that the wonderful 
old law library used by Willis 
Hickam Sr. and his sons and 
grandson have found a home in a 
place of safe keeping and apprecia­
tion, the Indiana University Law 
library. 
